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hiile most high school
students spend hours
gossiping on the
phone, logging signifi-
cant stints in front of the television;
or getting into a little trouble, a few
[ucky souls have been saved from
this cultural desert thanks to a Back
Bay institution and a student run ex-
hibit called Youth Fusion.

Founded by David and Aurelie Edwards,
The Cloud Foundation, based in Copley
square . has-been supporting the arts
community énd helping at-risk yolth in
the Back Bay since 2000, 1ts thres stary

. facility has previously been'used by local
youth groups.for renearsals, fundraisers,
and parformances v addition to pravid-
ii?g grants for youth art projects. This year
thay are shaking things up with their irat
foray Inta their own programing, a visual
art and film fastival axhibit which opened
February 11

“From tha idea and the format, to the
design of the invitation, the salection of
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In the makin
The Cloud Foundation’s Youth Fusion
exhibit offers art and hope

the work, and the hanging of the wark,
everything-it"s all done by teens,” says
stella MoGregor, the Executive Director

of the Cloud Foundation. "We treat the
work with the =ame respect and care as

if thay ane artists in training. I1's & great
oppartunity because it validates theair
work, [he more care that you put inko the
way you exhibit the work, and if you da it
In & prafessional way, the more [the teens
are] gaing to leam about what it takes to
really fanclion i real life. Thosa skills area
transierable to any other kind of job that
they would like to do.”

The exhibit featuras works by teans
from area high schools and six film
students, heralding from film programs
around Boston, who have stepped into
the role of professional curators to put
the film festival festival together, Oliver
Anderson and Jessica Blaise from the
Fast Forward Film Program at the Institute
of Contermporary Art here in the Back Bay,
Ryan Stawart and Dominique Baaner from
the Community Art Centar in Cambridge,
and Matl Ecclesiastre and Savannah Pe-
terson from Real 2 Reel program at Raw
Art Works in Lynn have been selected by
gchood adminlstrators to participate inthe
evank

“What | seein all six of the curators is
an enthisslasm for not only other vouth
art creation;, but for the word around
them,” says Coordinatar Jared Katsiane
whi oversess the curators. “They are all
passionately engagad in their schools,
the videos they create, and social justice,
| 588 thas theme in much of their work,
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making videéos about peopte whose vaolces
we don’t often hear in the media, and |
find this both admirable and hopeful for
our fulure,”

The students are not only getting an o
education about film production, thay 1 1
are laarning about life. *I've leamed that Bl -
|curating is] really difficult because not g S o ==
evarybody is going to agree with you on e i

the same things,” says Savannah Paten
50N, 8 student at the ICA. "Evervbody has
different visions of what (s happening in 3
certain film ‘and different perceptions of
what something is about.”

Ecclesiastra, a member of the Com-
munity Arts Center, elaborated onWhat
isimportart ina film. “Lthink the topic
I5:up thera, but | look for the shots, And
I look that the parsan really took time to
to what he wanted 1o do, and he really
did gat the massage across, no matter
wWhat the tople was, ‘Aslong as | get that
message and it's not hidden and we'hiave
{o'go hunting for It Because | don't iRink
certain people will gat it as claarly, and
that's why a clear cut point i3 what | look
far”

katsiane continues, *I hope that the
Back Bay community will come put and
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participate in all the wondarful programs
that Cloud has to affer,. Just by becoming

regular sudisnce members, maating the -k FIFTE : 3
youth artists and their nelghbors, they : SERE A R
will b doing a lol to break down barriers : it f N ;
batwaan youth and adults, while enjoying - -,-'"

some great art In thefr backyard.”
Inaddition to film, Youth Fusion wil :
showcase tean work from The Boston [ TR
Arts Academy, which will present min- Ak g |
iature sculptures called *"¥itness and R
Legacy” Addison Gallery of American Art : P
has sponsored Lawrance High School's A e T
photography exhibit called “No Place Like iR > Sl o
Home," and H.U.M.AN, will show "On the e TS L
=tand,” a mixed media exhibit made by
girls in the juvanie [ustice system.
Running from February 11 to May 14,
Youth Fusion will have a rotating assort
ment of visugl arts exhiblts, with the first
group lasting until the end of March,

from the idea and tlje Sof
invitation, the selecgion of the wnrk and
of the wurh everyth ﬂ**—lt S all dune by tg’gns1

Fikma il b prasantéed on Narch 12,
April 9, and May 14 from 200 porr £6
B:D0 p.m., The exkibits will be opgn from
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Mondays
through Thurscays.and 10:30a.m. o
3:00 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Call
617-262-2948 ar vislt www.cloudfoun
dation.org for more information or to
sahedule another time 1o wview the exhibit
The Cloud Foundation is located at 647
Boyiston Streat
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