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Madness is a Shear Pleasure

by Michael C. Sherrin

The: cast-of Shear Madiies sraktes & unique show swery night in this fantastically sbsurd play

Selve a murder mystery while drinking
alcohol and laughing uncontroflably - now

that makes for good theater, Shear Madness, the

longest mnming nonmusicil play in bistory has be-

came o Boston staplo snd justifinbly so. Celebrating
ks 23% anniversary, Shear Madness shows no dipng
of age or wave. This is a must see for all Bostuions,
even | vt lave before,

Taking place oo wisex hair
silun, the audicnce smst help
sobve the murder of o fimous pia-
sk The suspects are the gav hair
styvlist snd owier, another siylisg,
A business man. and o secialine,
each with therr own mestive for
comnmitiiog the mirder. During
the intermission, the suspects
and detective remain 6 charac.
tet discussing the caze with ihe
mimbienes, Once Act L begins, ihe
midhonce has the chapee e inler-
rogale the suspecis, contribiding
tis the resolution of the case,

Shear Madress® imesctavity
makes the show worth repeated
visiin. Since the murderer changes
before cach performance, there
i3 nbways o mystery to enjoy and
new questiond o ask. First-timers
are likewise i for o treat with one
of the most undgeie and innova-
tive stnge expeticoces. Unlike
memat interaciive theater, there
& no requarement for andience
members (o panicipate. Instead,
¥ou enn just it back and enjoy
the entertainment of other people
rteracting with the actors in front
af them. However, if youar mierest
i penked, don'i forget that driwks
are served riphe ab your tahle to
help loosen you up

The skill of the sctors ghows
in thair infzmetions witl the
audience duning ibe interrmission.
Some characiers remained on stage sulking about
being locked i Uie hair salon while ethers moved
into the audience, Tony Witcomb, the gay hair atvl-
ist, walked around asking people who they thought
committed the mirrder, offermg his own input to swoy
popular epinion away from him 53 4 suspect, Then he
pave out pisces of candy, ever the politician,

Muore than the mystery, the greatest part of Shear
Madwess ia the moredible comedy performed by an
even more incredible cast. With a mix of improvisa-
tion and scripted behawior, this cnsemble delivers

comedy

“More than the
mystery, the
greatest part of
Shear Madness
is the incredible

performed by
an even more
incredible cast.”

ip-to=dnte jokes, keeping the long-runming show
seemimgly fresh for the present day, When tilking
abyoud ways 10 kil o person, Witcomb liss mnning
for President of the Ukrine and taking o Celebrex,
Even Detective Rossettd's refesence to the Spice Girls
iriggers more lenghs seeing it 29 nostalgic instead of
iremdy. In fact, ot cosl members have had some
part im the show sinee the late
tighties,

The characters lave particu-
lar appeal as they play into thes
prcheiypes. The gl lair stylis
pispa her gum and twists her hair;
the gay bnir wtylisn Mires wath tho
detective (even managing to get =
kigz that seemad 1o shock the e
the cast put of characier for 3 mo-
ment). Shear Modmess resembles
i mielemized Cfue mimed with
worthwhile dimmer theater as each
charnecler stnnds out as a spoof of
niurder suspects in the past, Even
the detective plays into the incam.
peleni stareatype, messing up de-
tails of the case ond the dinlogoe
For exsmple, Detective Rosseti
mistook o reference 10 Lebunese
terrorins for leshinn lovess,

In addition 1o the incredible
play and acting, S Mo
deserves praise for an mcredibly
detniled set when fhi bate miil-
maem wenld have sufliced for the
ahow, The stage was adomed with
two barber chairs, working sinks
for lhqm'p-l;rmng. sr..::tin,g nfcas,
anid a wide nasortement of hair care
products, Much of tlvese props
wiend to good use for comedic
relief, including o great version of
the pie in the foce using shovimg
criam, Charncters had their hair
washedl and curled right on siage,
creating swrprsme realism jn o
fantasticudly ohsurd play.

Shear Mndness can appeal to almoest any fan
of mygteries, comedies, of theater in peneral. The
breaitih of Shear Madness' comedy makes it enter-
taining for a hage range of audivnces. The experience
is one-of-n-kind and worth experiencing over nnd
aVeT Dgain,

dhearr Madwess i playing ai the Charles Play-

' howse.in Boston, For move info call 617-426-522% or

ek aut WL e armaaner, oo,
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BOSTON HAIR EXTENSIONS
AT SALON MONET
Presents the Best in Healthy Hair Extensions
No wigs, No bonding, No gluing, No Joke!
Asseen in Boston Magazine, Boston Cﬂhcie_rgef

Outstanding awards including the latest:
"Best on the East" in Harpers Bazaar 272004

Hair Extension classes beginning next month
{must be licensed to registar)

Fakor Mol

176 Newbury St « Boston 617.425. 0009 * wwwhostonhairextensions.com

Best
Frozen Yogurt -
In Town !

and also best salads, wraps, sandwiches and pizza...

For Delivery Call: 617 232 1757

ANGORA CAFE

1024A Commonwealth Avenue Boston, Massachusetts

Fou moa info andd direcirans pleaie 16 on to argeracalacam
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